GLOSSARY OF THE  METAPHOR (1)

Reading a metaphor is a creative process; the meaning of the metaphor resides in the head of the reader. As readers are different, there is no absolute truth, but possible and plausible interpretations of metaphors. [But: The "ground" (as well as the context in which you find the metaphor) nevertheless forms a kind of intersubjective objectivity.]

Terms:
tenor

the object of comparison



vehicle

that to which the matter to be metaphorised is compared



ground

the quality that the tenor and the vehicle have in common

	THE METAPHOR BOX
	a useful tool in analysing metaphors

(as well as: similes, synecdoches)

	(a) object being talked about (tenor)

	(b) implied comparison



	(c) suggestions about (d)
	(d) what the text says about 

the object (vehicle)




	Example for application
from: 

Katherine Mansfield, "The Voyage"
	"... the wool sheds, the cattle trucks, the cranes standing up so high, the little squat railway engine, all seemed carved out of solid darkness."

	(a) ... the wool sheds, the cattle trucks, 

... engine


	(b) [starkly outlined; details 

undifferentiated, look blockish



	(c) [wood, marble, ebony; sculptures, ...]
	(d)
carved



Step 1:
At the top left the object being talked about is entered.
Step 2:
At the bottom right what the text says about the object.

Step 3:
Ask yourself what is usually carved. The text does not say so explicitly, so you 
have to use your common sense. All suggestions are correct. We put them in brackets to remind us that there are not in the text but our own associations.

Step 4:
Fill in the fourth corner by completing the following equation: 



as (d) relates to (c), how does (b) relate to (a)
You will come up with a variety of answers again; list them in brackets again. 

Take your time - this is the more difficult part of the job.
====>
   We see now what the metaphor actually says about the wool sheds and the engine.

Working with a simile, the steps should be: 

(1): top left = object; (2) bottom left: object (a) is compared to; (3) bottom right: the thing (a) and (b) have in common; (4) question: as (d) is to (c), what is (b) to (a)?

EXERCISE: 
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" Work with a partner



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" Collect some metaphors (similes, etc.) from the text you been given



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" Try to build up a metaphor box



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" Represent your findings on the black board and explain them to the class

